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H. Hrant Agbabian 


As members and officers of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), we try to be faithful to AMAAs 
proclaimed goals of meeting the physical, 
educational and spiritual needs of our 
fellow Armenians. By doing so, I believe 
that we also become conscious of our 
own need to revitalize ourselves in our 
spiritual lives, and, hopefully, to maintain 
and enhance our knowledge and enjoy- 
ment of our Armenian-Christian-Evan- 
gelical heritage. 

As Armenian Evangelicals, we draw 
our strength from Jesus and the teachings 
of our physical and spiritual forefathers. 

First and foremost, we praise God for 
having given us His only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, for our eternal salvation, 
and also for guiding us in facing the com- 
plexities and hardships of our daily lives 
in a loving relationship with our fellow 
men. 

But the transmission of Christ’s love 
and His teachings and loving grace and 
power came to us through the historical 
linkage and lineage of our physical 
forefathers . . . 

_.. To our Armenian forefathers who ac- 
cepted Christ in the first century A.D. 
through the efforts of Thaddeus and Bar- 
tholomew, Jesus’ disciples who went to 
Armenia to spread their master’s 


message; 

. . . To Krikor Loosavorich, or Gregory 
the Illuminator, who evangelized and 
helped convert King Drtad and the 
Armenian nation to Christianity in the 
third century A.D.; 

... To Mesrob Mashdots, who evangeliz- 
ed amongst his people, but felt the need 
to make the Bible accessible and 
understandable to all Armenians. He in- 
vented the Armenian alphabet, with the 
blessing and support of Catholicos Sahag 
Bartev and translated the Bible into 
Armenian (early fifth century, A.D.); 

. . . To Vartan Mamigonian, who chose 
to die in defense of his people’s freedom 
of conscience and religion (fifth century, 
A.D); 

. To numerous other Armenian 
princes, saints, priests, Catholicoi, and 
other dedicated individuals. 

. . To Krikor Naregatsi and Nerses 

Shnorhalee; 
... To the leaders of our Evangelical 
Movement 143 years ago, who establish- 
ed the Armenian Evangelical Church 
(Hayasdanyats Avedaranagan Yegeghe- 
tsi) as the honest expression of their faith; 
and 

. . To the mothers and fathers who 
brought up their children in the Christian 
faith and church, for they believed in the 
proverb, “Bring up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old, will not 
depart from it? 

All of these accomplishments took 
place despite centuries of persecution and 
danger of religious and national 
assimilation—surrounded as we were by 
hostile and non-Christian nations. 

The AMAA is Armenian and mis- 
sionary in its outreach. As Armenians we 
are Evangelicals. As Evangelicals we are 
Armenians. We are not one or the other. 
We are both. If we reject or minimize one 
or the other intrinsic element, then we 
must be honest and disassociate 
ourselves from the Armenian Evangelical 
Movement and its church life, as some 
have, and join other groups— Evangelical 
communities and churches or secular 
Armenian organizations as thegase may 
be. . ‘yes Eilat OTe 
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by H. Hrant Agbabian 


As leaders of the AMAA, we con- 
sciously recognize our Christian and na- 
tional heritage and, therefore, will strive 
hard not to allow either element of our 
dual heritage to be ignored. 

Recently I attended the 25th Anniver- 
sary Banquet of an Armenian Evangelical 
Church and was saddened to hear that 
the Banquet Committee decided that 
Armenian should not be spoken by the 
participants during the Banquet. I pet 
sonally find this kind of attitude tanta 
mount to rejecting centuries of Armenian 
Christianity that gave rise to our Arme- 
nian Evangelical Movement and chur- 
ches. Are we or aren't we Armenian 
Evangelicals? If we yearn for and plan to 
perpetuate our Movement, the Armenian 
Evangelical Church and the AMAA, w@ 
should not be short-sighted and self 
centered. 

We need to draw strength and inspira- 
tion from the treasury of our Christian- 
Armenian heritage. We must be cogni- 
zant of the fact that the Armenian 
“Mother” church, Armenian language; 
Armenian food, Armenian music, Arme- 
nian literature, etc., have sustained us 
physically, intellectually and spiritually 
through the centuries. 

Can we afford to be ungrateful to our 
parents and those who preceded them, 
who at all costs—even at the cost of their 
lives—stood steadfast for their faith and 
national honor? 

Armenians, especially the Armenian 
Evangelicals, are an endangered species, 
but I believe that in God's beautiful garden 
we are like a beautiful fragrant flower, or 
a colorful songbird, or an exotic fish. God 
wants our fragrance, song and color to 
survive as His handiwork. We owe it to 
God our Creator, our forefathers, our- 
selves, our children and their children to 
perpetuate our language, culture, 
heritage and faith, as an integrated 
totality. 

In the history of Armenian Christiani- 
ty, which is seventeen centuries old, our 
Armenian Evangelical Movement is 
merely a child, not even a century and 
a half in age. 

We are_different from our “Mother” 


a i (Cont. on page 9) 


- AMAA—AEUNA DELEGATIO 
Hekemian Brothers Donate $50, 


From April 2-10, 1989, an Armenian 
Evangelical delegation visited Armenia to 
express the support of the Armenian 
Evangelicals worldwide to the victims of 
the earthquake of last December; to learn 
firsthand about the current needs of the 
Survivors; and to identify projects through 
which the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America (AMAA), the mission 
and service arm of Armenian Evangelical 
churches, could share in the reconstruc- 
tion efforts in Armenia. The delegation 
Included: Mr. Robert Hekemian, AMAA 
Board Member; The Rev. Karl Avakian, 
Moderator of AEUNA; The Rev. Jean- 

aniel Sahagian, Moderator of the 

™enian Evangelical Union of France 
8nd Predisent of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council; and The Rev. 
°ses B. Janbazian, Executive Director 
of the AMAA. It was planned to include 
@ tepresentative of the Union of the 

Tmenian Evangelical Churches in the 
Near East (UAECNE) in the delegation, 

ut the renewed fighting in Lebanon, 
Made this impossible. 

he delegation arrived in Yerevan via 
©scow on Monday night, April third. 
€y were warmly welcomed as the 
Suests of His Holiness Vazken I and 
©dged at St. Etchmiadzin. The morning 
at er their arrival, the delegates visited the 
isaster areas—Leninakan, Spitak, 
tepanavan and many villages between 
ese cities. “The devastation is almost 
€yond human comprehension—the 
estruction and losses are beyond 
€scription. The comments and stories of 
the survivors in the affected areas attest 
0 the unimaginable grief and suffering 
Caused by this catastrophe. Two themes 
hat kept recurring in these accounts were 
Statitude for help from abroad and a 
determination to rebuild their homeland,’ 
Stated Rev, Janbazian in his report to the 
AMAA Board of Directors. 

The Evangelical delegation had the op- 
Portunity to meet several times with His 

Oliness Vazken I, who expressed his ap- 
Preciation for the relief efforts of the 

Tmenian Evangelicals, Christian chur- 
“Nes and ecumenical bodies throughout 

€ world and discussed the relief work 
8nd the rebuilding efforts that are in 
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000 to St. Etchmiadzin 


e and paten to His Holiness 


thquake, the Hekemian Brothers e 
made a generous contribution ° 
$100,000 to the AMAAs Armenian 
Earthquake Relief Fund. 4a 
On behalf of the Armenian Evangelica 
of North America, Rev. 
ted to His Holiness a silver 
chalice and paten as a token of 
ahcanen for his capable and _all- 
embracing spiritual leadership, and ap- 
reciation of the vital significance of St. 
Fechmiadzin for the Christian faith of all 
jans. 
es behall of the AMAA, Rev. Janba- 
zian presented His Holiness with a 
$15,000 check as a contribution to St. Et 
chmiadzin’s relief efforts for the victims of 
the earthquake. Rev. Janbazian express- 
ed the desire and hope that this visit 
would not remain an isolated event, but 
would mark the beginning of a lasting 
relationship and a closer cooperation bet- 
ween the Armenian Evangelical churches 
and St. Etchmiadzin. 
During their six days in Armenia, the 
Evangelical delegates had informative 
and helpful meetings with a number of 
church leaders and government officials, 
including First Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. 
Levon Sahagian; Chief of the Depart- 
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Vazken I, as a gift from the Hekemian Family 


ment of Foreign Economic Relations, Mr. 
Vasili Kh. Kazarian; Chairman of the 
Council for Religious Affairs, Mr. Stepan 
H. Vardanian; Minister of Breadproducts, 
Mr. Raphael Tatevosovich Shahbazian: 
Chairman of Committee for Cultural 
Relations with Armenians Abroad 
(CCRAA), Mr. Karlen Dallakian: Direc- 
tor of the American sector of CCRAA, 
Mr. Hrayr S. Babayan; General Director 
of Science and Products of the Ministry 
of Breadproducts, Mr. Ashot Char- 
choglian; Directors of the Sovedashen 
Psychiatric Hospital, Dr. Samuel Torosian 
and Dr. Norair Tarpinian; the pastors of 
the Armenian Evangelical Baptist Chur- 
ches of Yerevan, Leninakan and Tiflis, 
The Reverends Yuri Avanesian, Krikor 
Malakian and Souren Harutuanian; the 
Prelate of Leninakan, Bishop Nareg 
Shakarian; and the Chancellor of St. Et- 
chmiadzin, Archbishop Nerses Bozabal- 
ian. The delegation was received warm- 
ly and given ample time for discussions 
concerning relief work, current needs and 
rebuilding plans and efforts. 

The observations of the AMAA 
delegates and the representatives of the 
Evangelical churches included the 
following: 
®@ The leadership of the country is in- 
terested in the current and the long-term 
needs of Armenia, both for its people and 
its economy. Of special concern is the 
rebuilding of the industrial and 
agricultural sectors in order to provide 
employment and bring a semblance of 
normal life to the people, and eventually 
reintroduce the country into the 


presenting a check for $50,000 to His Holiness 


to St. Echmiadzin. 


mainstream of the! economic system of 
the Soviet Union. 
@The two nuclear power plants that 
served as the major sources of energy 
have been shut down since mid-March. 
This has reduced the country’s energy 
supply drastically and will further hamper 
the economic recovery of the country. 
@ Psychiatric help is cited as another strik- 
ing and urgent need. Thousands of 
children and adults are suffering from 
psychiatric problems and psychological 
trauma. If psychiatric help is delayed, 
“many children will turn into nonproduc- 
tive, emotionally detached, pessimistic 
and depressed adults. 
@ The earthquake has claimed the lives 
of more children than adults, propor- 
tionally, because the quake struck when 
schools were in session. School buildings 
collapsed and buried unsuspecting 
children under tons of rubble. This ex- 
plains why there are fewer orphans, pro- 
portionally, than parents who have lost 
their children. Most orphans are being 
cared for by relatives. Many families in 
Armenia have offered to adopt and care 
for any remaining orphans. The AMAA 
is developing a special program to help 
the orphans and their guardian families. 
® At the Orthopedic Hospital in Yerevan 
most facilities and epuipment appeared 
old and in poor condition. There is an 
urgent need for new equipment and bet- 
ter training for the physical therapy 
department. In one room of the hospital, 
the delegates saw scores of injured 
children, with parents and relatives in at- 
tendance, being given the rites of baptism 


Rev. Moses Janbazian with the Directors of the Sovedashen Psychiatric 
Hospital, Dr. Norair Darpinian (left) and Dr. Samuel Torosian (right). ; 


and christening by two priests from St. Et 
chmiadzin. The name given to ong 
seven-year-old boy summed up the tragi© 
story of many children like him . . . h@ 
was baptized as “Mnatzagan” (The Rem 
nant), indicative of the fact that he alon@ 
among his brothers and sisters had su! 
vived the earthquake. 

@The Megardich Armen School i? 
Leninakan operates in a dozen tents. Hal 
of its 423 students attend classes in th? 
morning and the other half in the after 
noon. Almost 90% of the school 
buildings in the area have bee” 
destroyed. The teachers, reflecting the 
difficulty of teaching traumatized children 
in makeshift quarters, looked tired and 
overburdened. 

@The Armenian Evangelical Baptist 
Church of Leninakan, though badly 
damaged, is still in service. It is an old 
house converted into a small hall with 96 
chairs. This modest structure serves as 4 
“parent church” for the small Evangelical 
communities in the surrounding towns 
and villages. 

@The Armenian Evangelical Baptist 
Church of Yerevan has about 400 
members. The church building is old and 

too small for the congregation, so there 

are two services on Sundays—one in the 

morning and another in the evening. The 

members of the congregation have 

helped in the relief effort by opening their 

homes, providing food, distributing 

clothing and making monetary gifts to 

homeless families from the affected areas. 

®@The Soviet authorities have recently 

allowed the creation of public charitable 
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utiune” was founded in Armenia last 
‘tober. Its members are active in 
'Stributing relief supplies and caring for 
© Needy, including the 200,000 or more 
‘Menian refugees from Azerbaijan. The 
z ight of these displaced people, although 
Yershadowed by the earthquake 
'Saster, is no less pitiful and desperate. 
he Karabagh issue is still in the minds 
daily conversation of people 
Yetywhere. The imprisonment of the 
®rabagh Committee and the ignoring of 
‘Menian grievances has bitterly disap- 
inted all Armenians. 
a PPparently, the massive scope of the 
easier is making it difficult for the Arme- 
are government to prepare a detailed, 
raat and comprehensive plan of 
onstruction. A major problem is the 
Ordination of the responsibilities and 
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Makeshift school in Leninakan. Mnatzagan 


ster. This catastrophe has already 
had its lasting imprint on the ae ibe 

che, similar to the one caused byt e 
Psy de of 1915, which will fade but 
oon over time. Yet there are many 
a i for hope. The endurance, per- 
famed and determination of our peo- 
ple, so evident throughout Armenia, a 
ee one with a renewed confidence tf at 
ae the help of national and foreign 
governments, international relief 
organizations, and especially the Arme- 
nians in the diaspora, the Armenian peo- 
ple will overcome this disaster, continue 
to prosper and remain the faithful trustee 
of that precious piece of land destined by 
God to be our Hairenik. May God help 
us to persevere in our assistance and 
meet, with dedication and humility, the 
challenge of rebuilding our shattered 


Homeland.” 
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ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL ACTIVITIES IN GREECE 


Editor's Note: The following report on 
the activities of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of Kokkinia and Derghouty 
(Athens), Greece, has been sent to the 
AMAA by the Rev. Meher Khachigian 
whose ministry in Greece is supported 
through the gifts of the members and 
friends of the AMAA. 

We give many thanks to God for all the 
spiritual and financial support He has 
provided us with. 

Every penny that falls in the Lord’s field 
seems to be blessed, as it grows, blossoms 
and in time bears bountiful fruit. This is 
what we witness in our everyday lives. 
Every day our prayers are softening more 
stony hearts. 

Due towthe tragic earthquake in our 
homeland last December, many of our 
activities were postponed. 

As we had written to you earlier, we 
were planning to dedicate a monument 
in memory of Rev. Krikor Demirjian, on 
January 15, 1989, on the fourth anniver- 
sary of his passing away, but the event 
was rescheduled for May 21, 1989. 

Just as the Armenian churches 
throughout the world held memorial ser- 
vices and requiem masses, we also held 
a memorial service on the Sunday follow- 
ing the earthquake to honor our many 
brothers and sisters and innocent children 
who perished in that tragedy. 

Meanwhile, the landscaping around 
our church has been completed, with 
bushes, flowers and Grassy areas forming 
a beautiful setting for the church. 

We pulled down the old garage and 
replaced it with a sheltered playground 
where children can enjoy the outdoors on 
rainy days. The church's sports ground is 
just about finished. It will be available to 
all Armenians, without discrimination, so 
that different Armenian groups can snc 
practice and play. 

Our children's playground is equipped 
with modern swings, slides and merry- 
go-rounds, This playground is available 
not only to our kindergarten school 
children, but to children from the Arme- 
nian (Orthodox) school as well. 

We are pleased that a good number of 
refugee Armenian families from Iran have 
managed to emigrate to the United 
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Children of the Armenian Evangelical Kindergarten of Kokkinia. 


States. Many other families, of course, are 


still waiting and are living under difficult 


conditions. We try to help them by pro- 
viding food, milk, medicines and heating 
oil. On holidays we distribute food 
packages to help them out. Periodically 
we organize gatherings so that we can get 
to know them better, listen to their pro- 
blems and see how we can be more 
helpful to them. 

On Vartanantz Day we held a banquet 
in our church hall for our Sunday School 
children and their parents. About 70 peo- 
ple attended. 

We continue to hold Sunday services 
in both of our Evangelical churches. 
Women's prayer meetings, under the 
leadership of Mrs. Khachigian, have 
resumed in the Kokkinia church, so that 
both churches now hold such meetings. 
The Sunday School children from our 
church in Derghouty—who are mostly 

lranian-Armenians—visit us once a 
month to participate in our church ser- 
vice with their hymns, psalm recitations 
and prayers. 
Every Friday and Sunday we have 
Christian endeavor and Bible study 


meetings. Our youth, with their four-patt 
choir, enrich these meetings. On the 0& 
casion of Christian Endeavor Day, th? 
young people conducted the services i? 
both of our churches. For ou! 
kindergarten school we recently acquired 
an organ. We also acquired a cassetté 
player so that the children can listen t? 
and enjoy appropriate tapes. We plan t? 
buy-a television set and a VCR for the 
entertainment and edification of ou! 
children. In our kindergarten school, w@ 
continue to serve fruit juice, milk and 
cookies to the children. 

Our two churches and the Athens 
church, with the help of their youth 
groups, women’s groups and other par- 
ticipants, have collected a goodly sum for 
Armenian earthquake relief. 

Please express our greetings, and 
thanks, to the Board of Directors and the 
members of the Armenian Misionary 
Association of America. Their prayers, 
and especially their financial support, 
makes our mission in Greece possible. 
We are, indeed, grateful for their gift of 
fellowship, encouragement and practical 
assistance.___ 
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HIS STUDENTS OF ALEPPO COLLEGE 


For fifty years, you gave us grades bas- 
ed on our performance in school. 
Tonight, however, the roles are reversed 
and we will give you grades. . . ” said 
George Aprahamian of Los Angeles to 
his former mathematics professor during 
an unusual banquet at the Brookside 
Club House restaurant in Pasadena on 
May 7, 1989. 

Prof. Babikian was like an Army 
General. We called him the ‘military man’ 
of Aleppo College” observed one of his 
former students who had travelled all the 
way from San Jose, CA, to honor his 
Ormer teacher. “Even the Arab teachers 
Were scared of him when they saw that 
Stern look on his face. They said, ‘don’t 
Mess with that Armenian General. You 
will definitely regret it? ” 

More than 300 successful engineers, 
architects, scientists, professors, doctors 
and attorneys (ages between 45-65, all 
Ormer students of Prof. Babikian) and 
their spouses attended the 50th teaching 
anniversary celebration of a unique pro- 
€ssor, who had earned the high esteem 
and admiration of many academicians in 

yria as an intellectual, as well as a per- 
Son, who had contributed tremendously 
'n the advancement of educational stand- 
ards in Aleppo, Syria. His personality had 
eft a lasting impression on Syrian 
authorities as well as on the multitude of 
Students who now live all over the world. 
“ormer students, however, upon learn- 
‘Ng that the Aleppo College Alumni 
Association and the Armenian Mis- 
Sionary Association of America (AMAA) 

ad joined to honor the veteran educator, 
Made a special effort to come and attend 
the testimonial. Many among his students 
Tecognized that even though Prof. 
Babikian had only taught them 
Mathematics, he had instilled in them 
Sound moral and ethical principles, had 
taught them the meaning of success and 
had helped build their characters. 

At the time when Dr. Babikian taught, 
Aleppo College had a substantial enroll- 
Ment of Armenian students, the majori- 
ty of whom subsequently moved to the 
United States and Canada. The College 
Was an American educational institution 
and Dr. Babikian was one of the few 


Members of the Executive Co 
the honoree, Prof. Babikian an 


teachers there who was able to stir the 
thinking process of students. 

Among the many students who at- 
tended the college, there are many who 
are affiliated with the AMAA. Thus, 
together with the Aleppo College Alum- 
ni Association, the AMAA established the 
“Souren Babikian Educational Endow- 
ment Fund, the proceeds of which were 
to be used for the Haigazian College of 
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The program was full of surprises. Half 
of his students showered him with praise 
while the other half “roasted” him with 
“reminders” which they did not dare tell 
him years ago while they were eat 
They teased him throughout the night Y 
revealing “old secrets” and telling jokes 
and amusing everyone in the audience. 

“No one has ever accused Mr. Babikian 
of being a ‘soft touch, ” said one of his 
students. He never liked fisdemicaniors 
and made sure no one misbehaved dur- 
ing his classes.” ' 

‘After a series of humorous testimonials 
to their teacher, Rev. Dr. Yeghia Babikian, 
former student, delivered the 


another 
keynote speech. Dr. Babikian, no kin to 
the guest of honor, offered an inspiring 
speech and praised Prof. Souren 


Babikian for his achievements in the field 
of education. 

Dr. Mihran Agbabian, a prominent 
professor and currently chairman of 
Engineering Department at USC., in his 
delivered remarks observed that there 
were not many inspiring teachers like 
Prof, Babikian. “While we were thinking 
about different things and issues, he was 
always speaking of celestial calculations 
or about people like Descartes, Pascal, 
Anton Chekov, and others. He was a 


walking encyclopedia who knew 
everything” 
Native of Aintab 

Dr. Babikian was born in Aintab, 
Turkey, in 1913. His father was a self- 
taught attorney who could resolve very 
complicated legal matters in the 1880's. 
After the 1915 Genocide, the family mov- 
ed to Syria and young Souren attended 
the American educational institution that 
preceded the creation of Aleppo College. 
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Mathematics from London through a 
correspondence course. 

Upon graduation, he started teaching 
mathematics and made his class so in- 
teresting that even those who hated 
algebra, geometry and math, were eager- 
ly waiting to take courses from him. 

In 1953, Dr. Babikian came to the 
United States as an exchange teacher and 
met Dr. Alford Carleton, who was 
formerly the fesident of Aleppo College. 
Through his recommendation, he found 
a teaching job at Los Angeles City Col- 
lege, where he taught mathematics for 27 
years. During this time, he met his future 
wife, Alice Nazarian, and after his retire- 
ment in 1983, he was awarded with a 
certificate from City College in recogni- 
tion of his distinguished services to the 
college. 

Dr. Babikian believes that “Mathema- 
tics is the mirror of civilization” and is not 
only needed in accounting, science and 
engineering, but is very important in the 
advancement of civilization. “If we go 
back to the Stone Age, and move back 
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Dr. Rendel Levonian, Chairman of Haigazian College Board of Trustees and AMAA Board 
member, presenting the AMAA’s Certificate of appreciation plaque to Prof. Babikian. 


into the future, we can see atomic bombs 
through math generated atomic energy. 
Math is instrumental in scientific ex- 
perimentations, inventing radio waves 
and connections, he explained. 

His knowledge, however, is not limited 
strictly to mathematics. Anyone visiting 
his home will see up to 6,000 books on 
shelves, tables, floors and corridors, with 
subjects ranging from medicine to world 
history. His wife also seems to enjoy and 
share with him his interests as she too is 
an avid reader. 

The veteran educator believes that it is 
time for all Armenian churches, com- 
munity leaders, organizations and educa- 
tional institutions to come together and 


SONA MELIDONIAN RECOGNIZED 
AS OUTSTANDING TEACHER 


Sona Melidonian of Clifton, NJ, was 
recently recognized as an outstanding 
teacher through the New Jersey Gover- 
nor’s Teacher Recognition Program. She 
was chosen for this honor because of her 
exceptional contributions as a teacher in 
the public school system of New Jersey. 
Her selection was by vote of the Clifton 
Public Schools Selection Panel, com- 
prised of members of the Board of 
Education, administrators, teachers and 
parents. Miss Melidonian was awarded a 
check in the amount of $3,000 to be us- 
ed in her name for educational purposes 
in the Clifton School district. 


The award, along with a letter of com- 
mendation from Governor Thomas H. 
Kean, was presented to Miss Melidonian 
at the Governors Convocation on Ex- 
cellence in Teaching on May 10, 1989, 
at Princeton University’s Jadwin Gym- 
nasium. Invited guests included Gover- 
nor Thomas H. Kean, state legislators, 
State Board of Education members, 1981 
National Teacher of the Year Jay Som- 
mer, Department of Education officials 
and leaders representing the various 
education associations throughout the 
State of New Jersey. 


educate the new immigrants about the 
laws of this country. “Anyone who wants 
to become a US. citizen must know that 
with citizenship comes responsibility and 
the law reigns high” 

The evening concluded with the guest 
of honor thanking everyone for honor- 
ing him. Dr. Babikian was presented with 
a beautiful silver tray with an inscription 
on it, in appreciation of 50 years of ser- 
vice in teaching. He was also awarded 
with an AMAA Certificate of Apprecia- 
tion Plaque which was presented by Dr. 
Rendel Levonian, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of Haigazian College. 


Rose Demirjian 


People in Beirut. 


Closed since March 8. 
been destroyed or damaged. 


Not been as critical as it is now. 


There is no water or electricity in Beirut. Bread and 


Gasoline are very scarce. 


OUR ARMENIAN 
EVANGELICAL (cont. from page 2) 


Church, but very much a child of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church by having in- 
€rited the same physical, intellectual and 
SPiritual genes of our forefathers. 
We, as AMAA leaders and Armenian 
Vangelicals, should be able to accept 
and put to use the teachings of Christ, His 
isciples and our Armenian forefathers 
who pioneeered, nurtured and led our 
People in their communion with Christ’ 
and growth as Christians. 

I also pray that we will be faithful 
Members of our Association as we are en- 
trusted with the fulfillment of its goals and 
Purposes in serving Christ and helping 
©ur Armenian compatriots in their and, 
therefore, our, physical, educational and 
Spiritual needs. 


INCREASED SUFFERING IN WAR-RAVAGED LEBANON 


The situation in Lebanon is going from bad to worse. 
In spite of their periodic cease-fire anouncements, the war- 
ting factions (Syrian Army/Moslem militiamen and 
Lebanese Army/Phalangist militiamen) continue to bomb 
the Christian and Moslem halves of Beirut, indiscriminately. 
Months of cruel fighting have already resulted in the loss 
of many lives, hundreds of wounded, massive destruction 
and miserable living conditions for thousands of innocent 


After many attempts, the Executive Director of the 
AMAA was finally able to communicate, via Cyprus, with 
the Chairman of the Central Committee of the Union of 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East 
(UAECNE). Here are some highlights of the situation in 


Beirut: a, oud). The AMAA 
At least a dozen Armenians have been killed in the Social Semice Coe oT ne: and has 
Rombardments. aug ee ll available funds earmarked 


The Armenian Evangelical Central Church of Ashrafieh 
and the Central High School have received direct rocket 
hits and have sustained significant damage. Other chur- 
ches and schools, including the Christian Medical Center 
building of Haigazian College, have sustained minor 
damage— mainly, shattered windows. 

All schools, including Haigazian College, have been 


Many business places and shops, as well as homes, have 


Throughout the 14-year civil war crisis, the situation has 


®@ People face an uncertain future, and feel desperate and! 
helpless as never before. Many are using tranquilizers to 
be able to cope with the terror of exploding bombs and 
rockets. Children and adults are suffering fom mental 
breakdowns. 
@ in addition to the fear of death and the eae ea 
effects of the indiscriminate shelling, people suffer om 
serious food shortages. The poor and the working, wage- 
earning class are suffering ae most. 
ith real want . . . hunger: 
eos UAECNE Central Committee, after the ea 2 cf 
the Karaghuesian and dinishian organizations, an i 
Armenian Apostolic Prelacy of ee pes i ; 
i i ilies throug 

cels to 200 impoverished families ea 

sae Evangelical Churches and the Armenian Evangleica 


Many families are faced 


already rushed, via Cyprus, all av 
for General Relief. But the need is grea ee 
are needed to help meet the survival nee 
i he W me 
overished families in Beiru Ls 
‘ In light of the foregoing, we request that he ie 
and friends consider this brief Dae S a sae ee wen 
j re of the m 
their help. We are aware © e 
Dea the earthquake in Armenia ue pis a 
as le this year. Yet, 
ivi us peop 
ever-giving and genero ene 
ae ceerpalee to seek the help of our penny we 
sna “God is not sO unjust as to forget your wo eine 
"1 d His name, in! 
towar 
hich you have shown eee 
eee an is still ministering to the saints.”( 
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t, and more funds 
im- 
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DONATES 
GENERAL CORP. 
Pe15.008 FOR ARMENIA RELIEF 


[oe 
ji ight), Vice 
Mr, John Kavazanjian (rig 
presenting a $15,000 check to Ht 
Data General's contribution to 


President of Data General Corporation of Westboro, MA, 
Berge Tashjian, Esq. 4 long time AMAA supporter, as 


AMAA’s Earthquake Relief Fund. 
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HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE WOMEN’S 
AUXILIARY DONATES $30,000 

Celebrating their 25th anniversary, the 
Haigazian College Women's Auxiliary of 
Los Angeles, CA, conveyed $25,000 to 
the Trustees of that institution. 

The Auxiliary’s beneficence is a result 
of the gala dinner and art auction honor- 
ing Harry Naltchayan at Lakeside Coun- 
try Club on March 18. These funds will 
be used to support the College, whose 
impact continues to prevail at a most 
critical time in Lebanon. A raffle for a 
signed Carzou lithograph, “Les Champs 
Elysees”, netted $5,000 for earthquake 
relief. The winning ticket, drawn by Mr. 
Naltchayan, was held by Diana Abdulian, 
who coincidentally was celebrating her 
birthday. This $5,000 will be used to pro- 
vide art therapy for children in 
Leninankan, where classes are now be- 
ing held in makeshift tents. 

For a quarter of a century, the Auxiliary 
has maintained an unparalleled commit- 
ment to Haigazian College and expects 
to continue its support as long as the Col- 
lege exists. 

The Women's Auxiliary was founded 
primarily through the efforts of Mrs. 
Virginia Harikian twenty-five years ago in 
Los Angeles, CA. The Board of Directors 
of the AMAA and the Board of Trustees 
of Haigazian College marked the occa- 
sion by presenting to Mrs. Harikian a pla- 
que of appreciation inscribed as follows: 
“A Loving Tribute to Virginia Harikian, for 
her life-long fellowship in the worldwide 

outreach of the AMAA and outstanding 
services rendered with pioneering spirit 
and unselfish devotion to the mission of 
Haigazian College.” 


EDWIN ALBERIAN 

Edwin Alberian of Weehawken, Nu, is 
a children’s specialist—that is, he has 
spent a lifetime entertaining children in 
schools, hospitals and privately. On May 
21, he left for his third trip to Armenia, 
where he will perform for children in the 
earthquake area as Dokey the Clown. 
Recognizing Alberian’s unique talent, the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) is sponsoring Edwin's 
trip. 

In the U.S., Edwin has: delighted 
thousands of youngsters with his clown 
routines, at the same time promoting 


Edwin Alberian 


nutrition, discouraging the eating of junk 
food and denouncing drugs. In Armenia 
his procedure will be different: instead of 
working with children in groups, he said, 
‘TIl be doing my specialty at the bedside 
of each patient, and leave each one a gift. 
I will entertain at schools, now being con- 
ducted in tents, and do shows on the, 
streets, like a block party.” Edwin follow- 
ed a similar procedure last year in 
Yerevan and it was very successful. | 

“I feel what I have to offer is a unique 
quality? Alberian said. “The whole world: 
is trying to help the victims materially, but 
I hope my visit will be of an uplifting, 
spiritual quality. The fact that fm Arme- 
nian and speak to the children in their 
own language helps’ 


JOHN AND MICHELE SIMOURIAN 
DONATE $25,000 TO 
ARMENIA RELIEF 

Mr. and Mrs. John Simourian of 
Dover, MA, have generously donated 
$25,000 to the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) to be 
allocated for Armenia Relief. John and 
Michele are longtime members and sup- 
porters of the AMAA and its various 
ministries. The Simourians have also 
placed the trucks of John’s company, the 
Boston-based Lily Truck Leasing, Inc., at 
the disposal of the AMAA for the 
transportation of goods destined for 
Armenia Relief. 
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Michele Simourian is an AMAA Board 
member. She and John are AMAA good- 
will ambassadors “par excellence’, as they 
brings the AMAA activities and projects 
to the attention of their many friends 
throughout New England. 


COMMENDATION FOR 
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER 

On March 31, 1989, officials of the 
Armenian Evangelical Social Servicé 
Center of Hollywood, in Los Angeles 
CA, met with City Supervisor Michael 
Antonovich. Those attending included: 
Zabelle Alahydoian, Directress of thé 
Center; Kay Zoolalian, Chairperson; 4" 
Joyce Stein, along with Hratch Baliozia” 
former chairman of the Center. 

Mr. Antonovich commended the 
Center for providing urgent services 1° 


» — J ta 
Supervisor Antonovich flanked by Mrs. Joyc@ 
Stein (left) and Mrs. Zabelle Alahydoian. 


acculturate the newly arrived Soviet 
Armenian refugees. He stressed the need 
for even more social support and hoped 
that additional programs might be fund- 
ed by the County of Los Angeles Board 
of Supervisors. 

The Social Service Center is grateful 
for the City’s and its Supervisors’ public 
support. Without this help, the Center 
would not be able to function in its all- 
inclusive manner. 

The Armenian Evangelical Social Ser- 
vice Center of Hollywood, CA, serves the 
needs of newly arrived Armenians in a 
Christian atmosphere. 

The dedicated staff includes 11 
teachers, an-immigration caseworker, a 


Social services caseworker, the English- 
as-a-Second Language Coordinator, two 
Secretaries and the Director. Over 440 
People per month are being served in 
Social services and 600 students have 
been enrolled in the ESL Department. 

Deep concern for earthquake relief was 
expressed by substantial donations from 
Staff, students and concerned friends. 
These free will offerings, totalling $6,100, 
Were conveyed to the Armenian Mis- 
Sionary Association of America (AMAA). 

The Center hopes to broaden its 
Ministry by establishing counseling pro- 
grams for parents and children, perhaps 
expanding to home visitations and pro- 
Viding the spiritual and emotional support 
Which many of these new immigrants 
desperately need. 


MISSION NOTES FROM ALEPPO 

The following is an excerpt from a let- 
ter received recently from the Rev. Barkev 
Apartian, Director of the AMAA-Sup- 
Ported Church of Christ Mission Center. 

Dear Members and Friends of the 

tmenian Missionary, I would like to take 
this Opportunity to express my hearty 
thankfulness for the following: At this 
time, once again, I thank the AMAA 

ard for the kind help given to me for 
the costs of my eye treatments and 
telated expenses over the past several 
Years. Especially, | am very thankful for 
the fact that during my last treatment in 
August/ September, 1988, you were con- 
Siderate enough to have my hospitaliza- 
tion bills postponed until the final settle- 
Ment. Then, as before, you offered your 
Substantial support along with JMP, ACO 
and the Union, to initiate and continue 
these treatments. I thank you full- 
heartedly for myself, as well as on behalf 
of my colleagues for the generous grants 
you have allocated for us pastors, as I 
believe it has helped greatly to rebuild our 
Confidence and reassure us of your 
brotherly concern for the work and 
church workers in this part of the world. 
Furthermore, I want to thank you happi- 
ly for the very significant financial support 
you have been providing for the Church 
of Christ Bethesda Dispensary, both for 
8eneral medicine and the Dental Clinic. 
May | assure you that I will send you 
Copies of our report on these relief pro- 
grams in due time. Finally, I would like 


} . 

The Christian Endeavor Youth Group of 
Aleppo. 
to expres. 
inued appreciation, pers 
a ceetee! our aye see 
all kinds of regular and specia a - 
grams sponsored by the AMAA meee 
and provided by the very kind and co 
cerned members and friends of the oe 
AMAA family. | do praise God for f : 
blessed and meaningful friendship w if, 
as a tangible expression of the weet 
saving power of the Lord, ean a 
has become a source of manifol 4 
ings to our people here. Thank ess 
much and the Lord bless your 1e “f 
One more special thanks for the pia vd 
greetings and encouraging i ! fe i 
sent us recently with Dr. pao» 
Sulahian, who shared with us ae oa 
experience of having had fellows p 


s our deep gratitude and con- 
onally as well as 
for 


you. 


LETTER OF T 
SCHOLARSHI 
Many things g° Py 

j llege $' 
today Ae ine family back he 


‘ latives, 
of friends and nae staff 


Such 
d, not 


me, the 


good wishes 
the dinners : 

warm for u 
ee are often taken 
intentionally, of course, D 
pressure of our st 
toward the future 


d make all this p' : 
eh pane financial support dur 


ing my colleae years: 
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I understand that the AMAA scholar- 
ships and loans were designed to further 
the potential of the Armenian youth in 
this country. But by awarding these 
monies, you are not only giving us a 
fighting chance to advance, but are ex- 
pressing your faith in our capacity to ex- 
cel in society. For this faith, | thank you. 

The scholarships you awarded filled 
the gap at an uncertain time in se col- 
lege career. My father's then-critical illness 
generated a financial crisis that ba 
ly affected my ability to meet my ais K: 
requirements. There was even a Hi 
when I was considering delaying 4 a 
until the family situation pg 3 
with your timely help. i was . Ne 
graduate with a B.S. in Biochemis ie ae 
a Minor in political Science. Now oe 
Chemist at Litton Potentiometer, bee . 
sion of Litton Industries, being pia a 


become a new Director of Resea 


ment. / 
Oe this would not have been | 
ble without your assistance. iSacwtoe - 
would like to express my bed Aid 
donating a portion of my first ‘ Mi 4 
to the AMAA. Iam hopeful es PAIS 
able to contribute more to the 
Scholarship Fund in the ac nl 
Thank you again. I will neve 


your a med H. Megerditchian 


MHS. HILDA NOY at wea 

iene wane £ Mrs. Hilda 

away 0} 

ad ake 3 of The Rev. Dr. 
Nea e mon Nuyujukian, on Thursday, 
oh 25, 1989, at the age of ~ ao 
Nuyujukian was in ill health for t a 
several months with cancer. mae is 
vices were held on Saturday, May a 
ficiating was the Executive Director fe) 
Armenian Missionary Association : 
America (AMAA), The Rev. hea P 
Janbazian. Other participants inclu : 
The Rev. Karl Avakian, The Rev. John 
Mokkosian, Dr. H. Philip Hovnanian, Mr. 
Set Momjian, The Rev. Dr. Eugene Grau 
and Mr. Vartkes Cholakian. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts are 
ssi co the AMAA. 
sae on TN Board of Directors and the 
office staff join in extending to Rev. Nuyu- 
jukian and his family, as well as the 
Cholakian family, sincere sympathies. 


Augtipt te pudfiu 


UPSubh 2.3 UbCSU.PULLU.GU.U GUGLESPU 


Upurtifh guy Ue burrprusti husks Ghkgkghi Sinn wns 
£ Sul kuun yun Sabb pe SEY: Oe burping ne fd uis 
fpush Lis preuhus Lp funwuwp rp. tp . Urrppury ki, Sug fie nmunp 
fopuus Upemiph Sag pts dy, ip uhup Skunuppepaepy fp 
happu fd pe uqgguhpbgukpact Sngbinp fEwipa ku 
Penpopiae Fhuslp, Eu hyp pone uy fuuiriuinp hr , mye prey ry 
Fuk pacts uy hy by rie me ink wwslyg bey oe Sus hoffik prt Eur 
wh SushofFik pre. Shin: Yunis k EhEqt fu fru : 
Upuatip fh FE9, Uuinnemds kh knk un aoe 
aie cud bhkgkgh spiky hughh kqeuyp 

ue 177] if Yuufrudb tine Pb ud pe: 1966-/1, winp 2p 
4p uecupachh RL dp Sury webinuputiohwbb Ee 
40 al Pfau tp yur gins Erie tsp Guru by : 
aad ae wsupp gap ou dsbya an gar fiw lp: ydtpuhp 
; arg S bunk 4p SE Sirus, tapkhukpad Ex, pulp fp anus pif 
mes he Spuagpnch ybip lp giby: 

1973-p fupkonp [Pacuhuts fp & Upunisf fs Sury 
ie ee qgugaue lef Surfs pr: Zury 
an em Lihb push gnu fuipgugprfibuntp , 
5 to Prebunp Ubophkoghkurhs hae wy pulralwh wyg Lp 
ta ff ke, wrung funyunnedth , unk yush wits Aagqndushus 

hkykghh Ufa fruits wpe fo tb pe Skim 
Meg hp angus y ate pe Ply fry: fury 
= errs prs ta ty sts Ghkgkgh, apes S Eyre Sminkpa tr 
ws g Uys us %s pb fughsp, wns pee £ Ehbqbguhwh unk ys hss 
Shire [Fb wks dp, np 1977-ku ftp hp hagach Uneeen pray fuss fr 
Upeagny Gyigqhgfr: 

UOfacftfuts wtputiah ghey, fury Uc kuna p atts hats 
Chbqhghh ynibiuy kykqhguhut pkip hp: Caenad hp 
feqdublpyncbh hppulhophuy quypng y upunmutels yur be 
dd a gaponubacifeuubkp: 1975-fAi, Epp 
Yk. Bail Smtikes bi pppbut 4p wind k pad, 
VEpdwenp Uptcky pp guy Ue buns purtia hus Ghbqgkgpub- 
pac Upon fttushs Ghapainah wh Vupdpupir huapaugpae- 
buh, Bu 4p dhntugpach Aagqndushut Ghkqghgf pu 
feat, bhkgkg bh wpgky yunnpuun bp plgnckyne 
Sngbing andfch Fp Surnunyrefd peti , fuugdiahb punchy, 
ee te qepautuyne, gopumtunpre be. fp petpup 
Papen furtfp qunaclifts Sagkbing hiwiphu ne Surf — 
angry fis 12 festeseriteshy pia ke pa rt in : 
ine eae wp fpubpaets, Ehtqgkgpu Pouunnef Lkp- 
Mis ie Aifeyaubutip Surya fib iki: Uge piu: 
a q op ai goSmaneg hs gopsncukarfibut efrusuin 4p 

eas has 
: aa iat geek FS Gap piiyp pip Shu bipp 
Up meh be bhbgkghh hp spufaugpaip fosnuljany 

” 

Be ee 
a ne pad wp dusting pkey iE EhEqgkhgfpu 

qedacpag, SES qrSaqee pe tisk ped he tarfpacdad 4p 

buhk blink 7) ; 

Quapae BE gushes gnpeactbafipwukpp , Crh p tt 
Paupubpad, plgybu tke Shhinighi, Qutipghir, 
Dini bag fits he Uf pul vopkury ‘hiyprag pis SpYagaed : 
Ubphuay 2suer, Jeupubhg upusSrd ae us bisbrush tab pred , hp 

by fis . 
gnSmgut Ehkq gh , uuhuryhs Gagqaduhwtubpp gh 
pusempnpacpyp: Utiaiy kpugis é Gayadacpapi hrf 
whip, bap ghiueh ap qwancgaidy, wa pg args d 
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UhwGhhp guy Untu. Gytntgmy finqupwpaniptwG winwiGkpe- 
Gunnwd> d@wjukG w9.- Upwpuh b2juwikwG, tn. 8nyfiuaaku 
GupdiwG to Gwno UnnninGkwa: NAwph’ Uwnghu Upnykwi, 
3nyfiuGGku UnnninGkwG, Vepé CanypkwG, Nungti h2juwGbwe be 
Upnwfiwd Uspnyiwd: 


Epfiguumncind fp: 

Deere Pus by sts ways wath tf risfs wb khnefifprup wrt by eas eres [7 
upfiunfr Pius, EfFk tyhgacf win tibkypp Lpke midkbpars 
apne a Yarn eas prs py oginiffhuth Suuuds bh Ehkqkgffs 
bbprc, guunhumke dbp opt phe muppitpac: Uunie 
bu Uj feo Goapuyp GregaePE bush, Dexa ry err eas ws ery Gael 
Guy hiiunk phasis fe Bulnp Gapuyp Greyacbkuhs: 


* * * 


Ucuuprury fury f Ufugay Ghkqgkgfu Quag fried £ 
1977-/z, Aagqaduhwh, Gpfguhat fu Ub fenunshuwsts Lpke 
eueyod Satigkpd, qua ¢agnduhoh oe Lpfguhuwt 
Lhkqgkgfutp, npolpe er De pees eB as ly ges & ehh Ufugny 
Gheqgkgfpu: 

Zuy Uckumputihot Yohkgkg fs yp usghyk pus 
wguunie fF fets Ufusgng Ghkqgkgppi PES, napock efusgr gehts 
Ueber pustiah ah Ghkgkgfitpae Uparfiewt Ferg cr ef ess tyes 

Yup gnc ffius tbphay ata Pubs bi Prod. Dips 
Gund pkuth (Usb trun bis) 4 Spuipp BafSmtinke Gagqadat- 
guafp) 8 Buhnp 2h es cP es 2s oy ets te (@nfu Unkiimgufp) 
Duspabe Po fuwtibuts ( Press te hess ery); Oi papas Sesh Upaygbut 


CLEPGNhO hh L UVARPPARULOS CPULUCULEP 
Ongcrnk 3sPCUSU4UPU 


Uh, Suny usuunustifs wy Eunisy fr Ephpuguapdéf quShpacu farfpos Shunbe buy php aus dibpp “ag 
pity [77] 
Upp Lifudijp Lfpuputibp kis’ Uinkipuiiinn Lpy- bghpadtkeg hp yagts: Uintspurtione Yuaprpany ben pep 
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atnGh imuyhg, juny, quyhu kG dwyGkn, 
Whngu ta Guin Ghytn vwypwywG. 
Stun Gh wwhg, jeny, umul pwg nt 4nd, 
CpthuuGtn bo julné, woqGulwa. . . 


Stun Unw puyni ni pad bu nunni. 
2tnpu tnywpby' UEYhG nmpu fudtal. . . 


Stun Gh Unw nunpy qqni’2 nhn, bnpwyn, 


Sulip Uwpnhy YuG fuphip ni iuqw’p . ‘Fehr 30, 1988 


Stangh Upwu tu, uppuu ghwnGh wu. 


WU qinntwGn kp syw’ flumwy: 
Belin. 12, 1988 


*htn & hot, fumkGhphu nu, 
UbGuknywp, ub, pup ghekp. 

Shatin E hoky Gut fingniu ypu’ 

U.tytnowauyh, wiiuywn gheakn: 


Lmuh n'y vip any, ngh’@y stptaGun, 
Wan pup E ywunk, wikG nha. 
Sndwosuntnn nuqundtn nupdwuii, 


SnGwduntnn nuqunGkn nupdwud, 
OnnpngGknn nupndawi pulpwliitn, 
SuhuGgtnp utp nkiphG uuntgwG, 
«<Sn’ jwe wGuitp, wn’! pwe inGuatp. . .» 


be Ourpg fu Upayhus (Naps pphutikp) : Lh pfu ea 
Lbpneh, dnqnfuhutdebpp, 2rufep fp puaguslyuay ee flee H 
dinp dhnph mnemd, upd bh kybgkg hhh fig tel 
gapop opfiuahbyfr Mung epee § ore Fed pe: Yup gaeft ad 
Subagacffewh urush uiphpuukpre, by forum geien’ 
gunn pub pe Be Putarchbk pac Snqbenp declare 
Sautbyae Surtiap wry frais p erp o re fae 
whdk ’ purists wbihuyar fru he wmuwshapy? 

U punks pp ee Ockunupustrashut khkqghgh®, beet 
Sandu hp hp bphpugactigfhs Sheamenp thy atlifevt ust 
Unban unbydugapdarfipeut b, purge ol? ms 
updutp® pagp Efpacfipeiuubpae fe bybgkg pulp sok fe 
Clap hush ae fifth Ct pdunap Upketypel ik ce ip 
Ofkpphayp Zury Uc bunuprusrtrgushusts Lubbpahgel? . 
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Ghakn E hob, Guts fingniu ypu, 
«Nhu pny nGkG finG yuynh fiuupip. . -» 
Ghetn & hob, Gwitr uyjniu ypu 
«Sn jw'd wGuitp. 


Ghakn E. Juuawp. unin wubtGppa. 
Suni E fiuyniG Juwyniwod uninp finghG: 


cUwlighf’p, wal buy dnjnynipy}, 

br hununw’, ir mnyw’. - - 

Suupn, vEg yu vid Junpfinipn, 
Gr uwstuypa vuh slu’n: 


Uts Twiuplwin yp ywonpnt Quunpl; 
Gwpuhp wnpiandn, anitp yp Gkpytu. 

Ubwstuy, quaqnin, 
Mg, wg, Unug, mp’ Gqn’'Yp mudgughG updater Up dywmwd, piu 


AY fiuy dnnnuninns 
Ar puwyhy Up’ pu 
Lnqu & pwgnikynt Junp 
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OBITUARIES 


DR. ELIAZAR A. SHIRAJIAN 


Editor’s Note: The following tribute to Dr. 
Eliazar Shirajian was given on the occasion 
of his passing by Rev. H. Karjian and was 
subsequently published in Chanasser. 

Dr. Eliazar Shirajian was born in 1902 in 
Marash, Turkey. We know what it means to 
have been born before 1915, By the grace of 
God the young Eliazar was saved from the 
fires of the Great Genocide. 

Another grace of God was his birth in Rev. 
Aaron and Lucia Shirajian’s family. Few peo- 
ple realize what it means to be born in a 
pastor's family. Still fewer comprehend the 
meaning of being born and brought up under 
the familial roof of Rev. Aaron Shirajian, Long 
before the Great Genocide, the Reverend had 
experienced the brutality and unhealthy 
sadism of Turks in the cells of Turkish prisons 
and elsewhere. It cost him dear, his faith in 
Christ and his love of Armenians. 

Dr. Shirajian was nurtured in the positive 
atmosphere of ancestral noble values; and 
received an education enriching his horizon 
of knowledge and interests. 

Another grace of God was his marrying 
Miss Yester Muarditchian in Aleppo with the 
benediction of his father, Rev, Shirajian. They 
formed a model family, ebullient with their 
fathers’ faith and blessed with paternal 
benediction. Their daughters, Lucille 
Gullesserian and Nora Copeland, reside 

respectively in Cyprus and the U.S.A. 

Dr. Eliazar was a churchman in the full 
meaning of the word. He was known not only 
for attending regularly devotional services but 
also as a conscientious member attentive to 
details and following up problems. With this 
spirit he served on the Church Board of the 
Armenian First Church in Beirut as well as on 
the Board of Managers of Haigazian College. 

As a family man, the deceased demon- 
strated a particular discreet interest in bring- 


ing up his daughters, giving to them what he 
had and always emphasizing with them. He 
was a loving and self-sacrificing husband and 
father, creating an atmosphere of love and 
cooperation with spiritual meaning. 

Dr. Shirajian was also a man of public life 
and service. Long before the existence of 
Social Service committee she played an ac- 
tive role in various phases of public life. He 
served as a member of the Board of the Na- 
tional Sanatorium in Azounieh and for years 
voluntarily took care of the dental health of 
students at the Armenian Evangelical College. 

We give thanks to God for the life of this 
servant of the Lord. His zeal to do his best in 
his dental profession is easily understood. But 
in the spiritual realm the motto “the best for 
God’ can be applied only for those who have 
been subjected to the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. The crown of glory for this kind of peo- 
ple is “Well done, thou good and faithful ser-. 
vant . . . enter thou into the joy of the Lord?” 
Dr. Shirajian’s last words were, “In the arms 
of my Saviour . . .” which he repeated again 
and again. His soul rested in his Savior’s arms 
on May 13, 1988, after a short illness. 

He is survived by his wife, Yester E. Shira- 
jian, for many years a teacher, librarian and 
dean of women students at the Armenian 
Evangelical College of Beirut; daughters 
Lucille V. Gullesserian of Larnaca, Cyprus, 
and Professor Nora S. Copeland, a librarian 
at Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Col- 
orado; and two granddaughters, Eileen V. 

Gullesserian, an accountant for an offshore 
company in Larnaca and Doreen V. Gullesser- 
ian, a microbiology student at California State 
University, Long Beach, CA. 


NESHAN BELOYAN 

Editor’s Note: We regret that two lines had 
fallen from the obituary of Neshan Beloyan 
in the February, 1989 issue of the AMAA 
NEWS. Below is the corrected text of the 
obituary. 

Neshan Beloyan of Newton Square, PA, 
made the transition from this life to Life Eter- 
nal on October 8, 1988, at the age of 87. He 
was the husband of the late Grace Beloyan. 
Surviving are his daughter Rose Gallagher 
(wife of Anthony); son Lionel (husband of 
Elizabeth); and grandchildren Denise Rose 
and Deborah Grace Gallagher, and Mark 
Bedros and Stephen Avedis Beloyan. 

Funeral services for Mr. Beloyan were held 
on Thursday, October 13, 1988, at the Bel- 
mont Baptist Church. The Beloyan family has 
indicated that memorial gifts in remembrance 
of Mr. Beloyan may be sent to Belmont Bap- 
tist Church or the Armenian Migei@nary 
Association of America. Cae 
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VEHANOUSH MELKONIAN 


Mrs. Vehanoush Melkonian went home to 
be with the Lord on Wednesday, January 11, 
1989. It was a sudden departure and yet our 
God makes no mistakes. Vehanoush loved 
God's Word and the Psalter and Hymns of 
Praise. In the past few years she only had pat- 
tial sight and enjoyed Armenian messages on 
tape which were sent to her. 

Mrs. Melkonian was the last survivor in her 
immediate family (Saradjians) from the Arme- 
ian genocide. She was born in Mersin, Tur- 
key, in 1908 and came to Cyprus when she 
was a teenager. In the early 1960's, she and 
her husband immigrated to the United States 
and settled in the suburbs of Chicago. 
Vehanoush was a loving wife and mother and 
in her untiring way she exemplified godly con- 
cern for her family. God had given her special 
gifts in knitting and she used these for His 
glory. Devoted to her Savior, Vehanoush 
shared Him with all who came into her life. 


MR. EDWARD N. ADOURIAN 

Edward N. Adourian of Brookall, PA, pass- 
ed away on February 8, 1989. Edward was 
the husband of the late Janet Adourian. He 
is survived by his children, Mr. Edward N. 
Adourian, Jr. and Mrs. Linda Adourian 
Powell; two sisters, Mrs. Angele Adourian 
Bedrossian Hancock and Mrs. Grace 
Adourian Kalyn; five grandchildren; and one 
great grandchild. 

Interment was private, but relatives and 
friends attended a Memorial Service for Ed- 
ward on Saturday, February 11, 1989, at the 
First Presbyterian Church of Ardmore, PA. 


ASDINE SAGATELIAN 
Asdine N. Sagatelian of Ormond Beach, 
FL, died on January 25, 1989. She was born 
in 1910 in Istanbul, Turkey, of Armenian 
parents, Sarkis and Mannig Ketchian. She was 
educated in American missionary schools. 
. She lived:in Vienna for 22 years. While visiting 
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Asdine Sagatelian 

relatives in the United States, she met and 

oe Barkev Sagatelian, a well-known 
Tmenian artist-designer and architect. For 22 


_ Years they made their home in Waldwick, Nd. 


. Survivors include her husband, Barkev; a 
ate John Ketchian of Daytona Beach, FL; 

Nd a sister, Victoria Shahine Dilsizian of Long 
Island, NY. 


REBECA MOUMDJIAN 
Submitted by Rev. Obed Boyadjian 
i Our beloved sister, Mrs. Rebeca Moumd- 
an, has passed away being called to glory. 
€ was the widow of our beloved brother, 
£von, who was called home two years ago. 
€beca and Levon Moumdjian formed a 
Sristian family that has enriched the Arme- 
ae community of Montevideo with five 
Children: Christina, Haigui, Alicia, Haigaz 
Who is president of the Council of the Primera 
Slesia Evanelica Armenia del Uruguay) and 
Yan, as well as many grandchildren and 
Steat-grandchildren. 
In the face of the grief caused by her depar- 
(ute, we repeat the words of Revelation, 
Blessed” Happy are those who live an 
authentic life grounded on the Eternal Rock, 
sus Christ, and based on real principles such 
8S those lived by Rebeca within the family, the 
Church and the community. Such a life has 
Sense, and physical death is only a transition 
to Life Eternal with Christ and other beloved 
departed brethren. But, “ . . their works do 
follow them. . ? 


WENDELL AND NEVARTE SMITH 

Wendell Bristow Smith, 81, of Klamath 
Falls, OR, died on January 6, 1989, after a 
long illness. 

Mr. Smith war born on August 3, 1907, in 
Portland, OR, to Henry and Sadie Smith, who 
Were both blind. 

He received bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in English literature from the University of 


Oregon, where he was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa. 

He did his doctoral work in philosophy at 
the University of Chicago and at Harvard Col- 
lege, Cambridge, MA. 

He married Nevarte Manoogian of Everett, 
MA, in 1938. 


Smith began teaching English and German at 
Klamath Union High School and served as 
assistant principal for 22 years. 

After his retirement, he worked at the 
Klamath County and Oregon Institute of 
Technology libraries. 

Mr. Smith wrote a number of articles on 
philosophy and translated the poetry of 
Goethe from German to English. 

He was an active member of the choir at 
St. Pauls Episcopal Church and the Klamath 
County Historical Society. 


Nevarte M. Smith, 79, of Klamath Falls, 
OR, died on January 8, 1989, after a long il: 
Iness, surviving her husband, Wendell, by only 
two days. 

Mrs. Smith was born on March 30, 1909, 
in Melrose, MA, to Vahan and Aghavnie 
Manoogian. 

She attended the New England Conser- 
vatory of Music in Boston and for many years 
was a frequent accompanist and organist at 
her local church in Cambridge, MA. 

She married Wendell Smith in Everett, MA, 
in May, 1938. They then moved to Klamath 
Falls, OR, where they spent the remainder of 
their lives. 

Mrs. Smith worked in the payroll andc 
puter services department of Weyerhaeuser 
Co. for 30 years. 

After her retirement, she wo 
Klamath County Cou ee 

+ Services of Klamath Falls. f 
Pee was active in her church and in pais 
functions and was the organist at St ee 
Episcopal Church for many yeals- en a 
was a member of the Klamath oa. Y 
Historical Society and the American Guild o 


Organists. 

Surviving Wendell 
their daughters, Diane 
MA, and Serena Weaver 
MA; three grandchildren— 
and Madeline and Damien 
sister, Madeline Manoogian, 
brothers, Edward and / 

A joint memorial service 


Nevarte will be held in June. 
Memorial donations may be made to the 


Armenian Missionary Association e te 
Inc., 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, : f 
specifying Armenia Earthquake Reliet. 
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d Nevarte Smith are 
“Brana of Medford. 
of Northampton, 
Brenda Bramwell 
Weaver; Nevarte’s 
and Nevarte's 


Returning to Oregon that same year, Mr. | 


The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 


*Gulesian, Harry 
Lynn, MA 
*Nishan, Helen 
Jackson Hgts, NY Feb. 23, 1989 
Salibian, Feride 
Beirut, Lebanon March 7, 1989 
Kasbarian, Alice 
Watertown, MA March 9, 1989 
*Algen, Cezar, Zevart 
Silver Spring, MDMarch 13, 1989 
Kartozian, Annie 
Los Angeles, CAMarch 15, 1989 
*Boudakian, Sophie 
Oakland, CA March 17, 1989 
" hetian, Queenie 
eer eT) March 20, 1989 
Gostanian, Virginia 
Somerville, MA March 21, 1989 
, Dorothy 
Mea March 26, 1989 
*Asadorian, Sarah 
Canoga Park, CAMarch 29, 1989 
Antrasian, Alexander 
Upper Darby, PAMarch 30, 1989 
Hagopian, Jamileh 


Jan. 12, 1989 


April 4, 1989 


*Dohanian, Ira 
Belmont, MA Uretg 5, 1989 
Keshishian, Richar 
New York, NY April 8, 1989 
Chorebanian, Diran 
Watertown, MA April 22, 1989 
*Paboojian, John 
Arlington, MA 
*Nouskajian, dames 
Pasadena, CA April 29, 1989 
*Hatzikian, Marie 
Los Angeles, CA May 1, 1989 
Jerahian, Araxie 
Paterson, Nd 
Nahigian, Ralph 
Roslyn Heights, NYMay 19, 1989 
Samuel, Helen 
N. Bergen, Nd 
*Nuyujukian, Hilda 
Drexel Hill, PA May 25, 1989 


April 24, 1989 


May 15, 1989 


May 21, 1989 


*Atamian, Vartoohe 


Fairview, NJ May 27, 1989 


*Seklemian, Nevart 
*Barsoumian, Sirvart 


Alfortville, France 


**Tufenkian, Pailadzou 


Modesto, CA 


*Memorials were designated for 


AMAA. 
* *Bequest Assigned. 


Armenian 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


BIBLES FOR ARMENIA 


The following are excerpts from letters and statements writ 
leaders and Christian workers in Armenia, Sapien by, chyrch 


"The physical need of the survivors of the catastrophi i 
e | phic earthquake is great 
and critical, but their need for spiritual relief and comfort is greater and ei 

“One way of providing Jor the spiritual relief of our le i 

people is to make the 
eo of Ged available to them. . . There is a new and unprecedented interest 
ral Christian faith and in the spoken, as well as the written Word of God. 
ple find comfort, consolation and peace in the gospel of Jesus Christ. There 
~ het thousands of people who are eager to have their own Bible.” 
stu need of our nation at the present time, besides lodging, food and 
clothing, is the Living Word of God—the Bible . . .” 
‘ In mos! cases, when believers took clothing and financial help to the 
jospilals, the patients said, ‘Please, more than clothing and financial help, we 
need the Word of God. Bring us Bibles.’ ” 

Once again, I thank Ged for the AMAA and for its ‘Bibles for Armenia’ 
a a which the Word of God, the ‘Good News’, is provided to our 
“, In light uf the foregoma, the AMAA, along with its material assistance to 

e victims of the earthquake of last December, is making every effort to deliver 
as many Bibles &8 possible to Armenia for distribution to our people. After suc- 
cessfully delivering @ shipment of 5,000 Bibles in May, the AMAA |s now work- 
ing in cooperation with the Armenian Evangelical Union of France on a larger 
shipment of 20,000 Bibles. This is an historical opportunity to make the comfort- 
ing and reviving Word of God available to our people in our “Myre Hairenik” 
WILL YOU HELP? 

7 Your gifts will help to meet the challenge of sending more Bibles for Armenia. 
lease fill in the coupon below and mail it today. 

Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. 

140 Forest Avenue 

Paramus, NJ 07652 

Yes. 1 want to share in the “Bibles for Armenia” project 

Enclosed is my aift of $ ; 

Name - 

Address 


City & State ” : Zip 


Make checks payable to AMAA. One hundred percent of contributions are used for purchasing 
Bibles. All gifts are tax deductible. 


Association of America 


GIVE AND RECEIVE 


YOUR GIFT CAN MEAN | 
CURRENT INCOME FOR YOU © 
You can maintain or even increase 
your income by making a *Life Income 
Gift” to the AMAA. Here's how it works! 
a, You transfer cash or stock to ‘Me 
AMAA and take a current tax deduction 
b. You continue to receive, throughout 
your lifetime, the income from your 


If you have low-yielding or highly 4?” 
preciated stock, you can even receiv 
more income than before. Should yo# 
sell this stock yourself, you would hav® 
to pay a capital-gains tax of 28% or more 
But the AMAA can sell the stock, pay 
capital-gains tax, and re-invest the pro” 
ceeds in stocks or bonds paying more it” 
terest or dividends than you are no# 
receiving 


Therefore, a *Life Income Gilt” to thé 
AMAA may give you the following 
benefits: 

a. A lifetime income to the donor o 
donors. . 

b. More income than before. - 

c. Avoidance of capital-gains taxes. 

d, Income tax deductions. 

e. The Fund Management Services, 3! 
no cost to you, of the AMAAs skilled and 
experienced Investment Committee. 


If you want more information about # | 
“Life Income Gift? please call the AMAA | 
at (201) 265-2607/ 2608. 
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